
Bard Summer Intensive in Education (BSIE)
New Orleans

JUNE 6- JULY 22, 2011



OVERVIEW:

The Bard Summer Intensive in Education is a distinctive summer program 

held in partnership with the Broadmoor neighborhood in the heart of 

New Orleans; Broadmoor is a diverse community that galvanized lo-

cal support to reestablish its school in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

Through the Summer Intensive in Education, undergraduate students from 

local and national colleges and universities engage with both the theory 

and practice of education in a city on the cutting edge of education 

reform. Students participate in a two-credit course on urban education 

and policy taught by a leading scholar and work as teachers at a summer 

enrichment program. 

BSIE is held under the auspices of the Bard Urban Studies in New Or-

leans program as an independent track focused specifically on public 

education.



CURRICULUM:

Core Course:

Each student attends a weekly core course on Urban Education and Policy. This 
course aims to embed students’ daily classroom experiences in the broader con-
text of public education in New Orleans and beyond. Students are encouraged to 
draw upon their teaching experiences and required readings in order to develop a 
deeper understanding of progressive pedagogy as it is applied to the public, urban 
school context. 

At the conclusion of the summer, students submit a written reflection that synthe-
sizes their experience as teachers, leaders and students of education. Each student 
receives two Bard College credits for this coursework and attendance to all class 
sessions and lectures. 

Lecture Series:

The core course is supplemented by a weekly lecture series featuring prominent 
local and national teachers, administrators and policy-makers. The speaker series 
provides a broader understanding of education practice, policy and equity in New 
Orleans.

Past speakers have included:

Dr. Lauren Bierbaum
Greater New Orleans Afterschool Partnership

LaToya Cantrell
Chair, Broadmoor Charter School Board , New Orleans

Miki Glasser
Teachers College, Columbia University

Lauren Goldstein and Stephen Tremaine
Bard Early College in New Orleans

 

Dr. Ellen Lagemann 
Levy Institute Research Professor, Bard College, and Senior Scholar, Levy Economics Institute 

Jim Randels
United Teachers of New Orleans and Students at the Center 



PRACTICUM/INTERNSHIP:

The internship component provides students with the exciting opportunity to 
act as teachers at one of the largest summer enrichment programs in New Or-
leans public schools. The enrichment program developed four years ago through 
a collaboration between Bard College undergraduates and the YMCA of Great-
er New Orleans. Students and local professionals worked together to create a 
meaningful academic and extracurricular summertime opportunity for students 
with limited access to resources. The program is now housed at the Wilson 
Charter School—a newly restored state-of-the-art, environmentally sustainable 
building located in the center of the neighborhood. 

Students participate in a week-long intensive training period prior to the start 
of the program. This prepares them with knowledge of state and local academic 
grade-level expectations, leadership and classroom management skills and expe-
riential/play-based teaching strategies. 

Throughout the summer, students plan and deliver daily interdisciplinary les-
sons focused in math and literacy. Students meet biweekly with the professor 
of the core course and a local expert teacher for curriculum construction and 
supervision sessions. These sessions allow pairs of teachers to analyze, dissect 
and revise their own practice in order to best meet the academic needs of their 
students. 

In addition, students collaborate with various community programming partners 
to lead activities in the visual and performing arts, health & wellness and physical 
fitness. 



LIVING IN NEW ORLEANS:

All undergraduate students requiring housing while in New Orleans participate 
in homestays—living with a local family in one of the most socioeconomically 
and demographically diverse neighborhoods in the city. Homestays enrich the 
young, aspiring teacher’s understanding of the vibrant community in which they 
are working. 

Host families include active members of the community who are dedicated 
to the growth of Broadmoor. They are families who have witnessed the sus-
tained impact that undergraduate students have had upon their community’s 
revital¬ization. Homestays afford students a unique vantage point for under-
standing local history and heritage. Throughout the summer students attend mu-
sic festivals, block parties, readings by local authors and art openings. Additionally, 
parks, farmer’s markets, restaurants, shops and music clubs are all within reach 
from Broadmoor. 

The homestay matching process allows students various options regarding living 
accommodations. All living arrangements are comfortable and students receive a 
weekly meal stipend. Transportation arrangements are available. 



Bard Tuition (two nationally transferable credits):  $ 2,300
Room and Board:     $ 1,200
Estimated Personal Expenses:    $ 400

BSIE is committed to making participation affordable to students. Financial assis-
tance is awarded after careful review of your application and financial capability.

Please do not hesitate to contact the program with any questions. You can reach 
us at 504-376-5504 or at neworleans@bard.edu. 

To request an application email neworleans@bard.edu. 
Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis beginning February 7, 2010. 

PROGRAM FEES & SCHOLARSHIPS 




